SOURCE SEPARATION GUIDE
for commercial and industrial waste and recyclables

1

COMBUSTIBLE AND NON-COMBUSTIBLE WASTE
Small sized combustible waste

Bulky combustible waste

YES: Paper, waste wood,
corrugated cardboard, plastic,
textiles, rubber.

YES: The same as small sized combustible waste,
but items may be larger.
Maximum weight: 500 kg.

NO: Gypsum,
hazardous waste, electronic
waste, impregnated wood,
tyres, furniture with steel
springs, dust forming waste e.g. sawdust, long strings.

Bulky combustible waste is pretreated in a sorting
facility. Materials that can be recycled are extracted and
the remaining combustible fraction is used to generate
electricity and heat for district heating.

Mixed waste for sorting

Maximum size: 100 x 50 x 5 cm.
Maximum weight: 25 kg.

YES: Combustible and noncombustible waste (not sorted).

The waste is used for generating electricity and heat for
district heating.

NO: Gypsum, hazardous
waste, electronic waste, white
goods, fridges and freezers,
impregnated wood, furniture
with steel springs, wires,
tyres, dust forming waste e.g.
sawdust, food waste.

Waste wood (painted and unpainted)
YES: Painted and unpainted tree planks, wood waste,
wooden fillings, wooden pallets, chipboard.
NO: Gypsum, Twigs and branches, impregnated
wood, wooden studs with gypsum, sawdust, furniture
with steel parts.

Maximum weight: 200 kg.

Recycled wood is used to generate heat in wood-chip
district heating plants.

The waste is sorted by Renova. Material that can be
reused or recycled is extracted. The combustible fraction
remaining is used to generate electricity and heat for
district heating. Any non-combustible fraction remaining
goes to landfill.

Unpainted waste wood
YES: White wood (non-painted wood), wooden
pallets.

Non-combustible waste

NO: Painted or varnished wood, gypsum, twigs and
branches, impregnated wood, wooden studs with
gypsum, chipbooard, laminates, sawdust, furniture
with steel parts.

YES: Concrete, scrap, metals, insulation materials,
tiles, glass, porcelain.

Recycled wood is used to generate heat in wood-chip
district heating plants.

NO: Gypsum, hazardous waste, electronic waste,
refriges and freezers, white goods.

Brushwood

The waste is sorted by Renova and everything recyclable
is extracted, including metals. Some of the remaining
materials can be used as fill materials. Anything that
cannot be recycled goes to Renova's landfills.

YES: Twigs and branches, Small tree trunks ( < 25
cm in diameter).
NO: Thick tree trunks, wooden pallets, tree planks,
wooden furniture.
This is chipped and used as fuel in heating plants.

RECYCLABLE MATERIAL
Newspapers

Office paper

YES: Newspapers,
periodicals, catalogues,
paperbacks, other printed
matters, office paper.

YES: Office paper, advertising
prints, brochures, catalogues,
single newspapers, envelopes.

NO: Paper bags, paper
packaging, corrugated
cardboard, envelopes.

NO: Plastic-coated paper,
cardboard, corrugated cardboard, padded enelopes,
post-it notes, binders.

Newspapers are recycled as newspaper, kitchen towels or toilet paper.

The paper is sorted and becomes raw material for
new paper products.
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Paper packaging

Soft plastic

YES: Cardboard packaging,
paper bags, paper wrapping,
corrugated cardboard (if there
is no separate container
for this).

YES: Soft plastic
polyethylene, for exemple
transportation film, shrink
film, bubble film.
NO: Hard plastics,
styrofoam, plastic strings
and cords, cellophane,
plastic adhesive tapes, metal parts.

NO: Newspaper and
magazines, brochures,
advertising prints, office paper, envelopes.

For example, recycled soft plastic becomes new plastic
sacks or carrier bags.

Recycled cardboard packaging becomes new
packaging. Cardboard can also be used for the outer
layer of plasterboard.

Plastic packaging
YES: Jars, bottles, cans
and tubes made of plastic.
Refill package, plastic bags,
plastic foils, styrofoam,
plastic lids and caps.
Unscrew the lids from
bottles and jars before you
discard them.
NO: Plastic cords, cords, non
packaging plastic.

Metal packaging
YES: Cans, aluminium molds,
aluminium foil, lids and caps,
food tubes, empty paint cans
and spray cans.
Keep the lids on metal
containers that cannot be
rinsed!
NO: Cans with paint or glue residues, cans with spray
residues, non packaging metal, electronic waste.

Recycled plastic is used as raw material for new plastic
products.

The metals are separated and melted down to become raw
materials for new metal products.

Coloured glass
containers
YES: Bottles and jars of
coloured glass.

Corrugated cardboard

NO: Ceramics, porcelain,
lids, caps, light sources,
fluorescent tubes, drinking
glass, chrystal, mirrors,
pane glass.

YES: Packaging and boxes
made of corrugated cardboard.
NO: Paper packagings, paper
bags, paper wrapping.

The glass is melted down. The recovered glass is used as
the raw material for new glass or insulation material.

Recycled corrugated cardboard is used to make new corrugated cardboard.

Scrap metal

Clear glass containers

YES: Scrap metal, metals,
metal strings.
The items are limited to no
more than 500 kg and five
metres in length.

YES: Bottles and jars of
clear glass.
NO: Coloured glass,
ceramics, porcelain, lids,
caps, light sources,
fluorescent tubes, drinking
glass, chrystal, mirrors,
pane glass.

NO: White goods, electronic
waste, hazardous waste, fridges and freezers, wire
ropes.

The glass is melted down. The recovered glass is used as
the raw material for new glass or insulation material.

Recovered scrap metal is melted down and becomes raw
material for new metal products.
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Gypsum

Roofing felt

YES: New and used gypsum. Individual studs
of wood or metal that can not be separated from
plasterboard.

YES: Pieces or complete rolls of roofing felt. Also
cardboard nails and metal details.

NO: Whole wall sections.

felt containing coal tar.

Recovered gypsum is used in the production of
plasterboard or for the stabilisation of soil, sludge and
dredging spoils.

The roofing felt is recycled to provide raw material for
producing asphalt.

NO: Waste wood, insulation material, paper, roofing

Stone materials
YES: Macadam, bricks and masonry, ceramic tiles,
roofing tiles, LECA blocks, concrete, glass and
porcelain, etc.
NO: Soil.
Stone materials are used as fill material.

FOOD WASTE, OTHER BIOLOGICAL WASTTE
Food waste
(household)

Food waste (industrial)
YES: Residues from food production.
Food waste, for example discarded
vegetables, meat, fish, eggs, bread.
Food in paper packaging, for example
coffee, flour, cereals, yoghurt, juice.

YES: Food waste, e.g.
discarded vegetables,
root vegetables, meat,
fish, eggs, bread, flour,
cereals, coffee grounds,
coffee filters, tea leaves,
tea bags, kitchen towels, paper handkerchiefs
and napkins of paper, cut flowers.

NO: Food in packaging of plastic, glassware,
porcelain, metal. Tobacco products, soil, sand,
gravels, stones, barbecue charcoal and wood
ashes, disposable pallets.

NO: Plastic, glassware, porcelain, metal.
Tobacco products, sanitary napkins, fabrucs,
dust from vacuum cleaner, cat sand, shavings,
sand, soil, gravel, charcoal, wood ash.

The waste is turned into biogas and bio fertilizer
by digestion.

NOTE! Because the waste may contain animal biproducts (ABP) such as meat and eggs, commercial
documents are required for the transport.

The waste is turned into biogas and bio fertilizer by
digestion.

Garden waste
Fruit and vegetables

YES: Organic waste from gardens, agriculture andlandscaping. For example twigs smaller than 3 cm
in diameter, fall fruit, root vegetables, grass, leaves,
straw, hay, plant waste, grain, soil.

YES: Waste foodstuffs without
animal content, i.e vegetable
residues from food production.
Discarded fruit, vegetables, root
vegetables, bread. Food in paper
packaging, for example coffee,
flour, cereals, juice.

NO: Twigs larger than 3 cm in diameter, stones, disposable pallets, tree stumps
The waste is composted and becomes nutrient-rich soil.

NO: Meat, eggs, milk or other products of animal
origin. Packaging of plastic, glass, porcelain or
metal. Tobacco products, barbecue charcoal, wood
ashes, soil, sand, gravel, disposable pallets.

Liquids biological waste

Biowaste from waste disposal units in tanks.

Sludge from fat separators with ABP
May contain animal bi-products.

The waste is turned into biogas and bio fertilizer by
digestion.

Sludge from fat separators without ABP

No commercial documents are required for the
transport.

Must not contain animal bi-products.

The waste is turned into biogas and bio fertilizer by
digestion.
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ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC WASTE
Products "with power cords or batteries". Electrical and electronic waste often contains
components or substances that are harmful to the environment. They also contain materials that
can be recycled. For this reason, they need to be collected separately and pretreated.

Electronics

White goods

YES: Mobile phones, office
electronics, TVs, radios,
household appliances, light
fittings, mains and batterypowered tools, etc.

YES: Stoves, washing machines,
dishwashers, etc.
After pretreatment, the metals are
sent to recycling, melted down and
used for new products.
Any hazardous waste is treated
separately.

These items are taken apart.
The hazardous waste is
removed and treated separately. The metals are sent to
recycling. Wooden parts are burned to generate electricity
and heat for district heating. The plastic is recycled into
new plastic products.

Refrigerators and freezers
YES: Also includes air conditioning units and heat
pumps. These products may contain environmentally
harmful freons (CFCs) in their cooling circuits or
insulation and are processed separately.

Electronic waste for destruction
YES: Hard disks, servers or other electronic
materials containing i.e confidential information.

The CFCs are separated for destruction; metals and
plastics are recycled.

Hazardous waste is removed. Recyclable material is
recovered. The parts with contidential information are
crushed.

HAZARDOUS WASTE
Hazardous waste is harmful to the environment and should always be separated from other waste
and processed separately. Renova offers different types of collection system suitable for industry,
offices and commercial premises, etc. We have permits for transporting all types of hazardous
waste. The material is classified, sorted and processed in ways to minimise the environmental
impact either through reuse, recycling, burning under controlled conditions, safe deposit in landfills
or storage while awaiting final disposal.

Small batteries

Light sources

YES: All types of small

YES: All types of light sources,
for example light bulbs, lowenergy lamps, LED lamps and
fluorescent tubes shorter than
60 cm.

batteries.
NO: Car batteries or other
large batteries.
The batteries are sorted and
treated using appropriate
methods. Some batteries contain mercury and other
substances that are harmful to the environment.
Some of the metals are recycled.

NO: Transport packaging/
packaging.
Fluorescent powder (with mercury) from fluorescent
tubes and low energy light bulbs is reused during new
production. Glass and metals are recycled.

Fluorescent tubes
YES: All types of fluorescent
tubes.
NO: Transport packaging/
packaging.
Fluorescent powder (with mercury) is
reused during new production. Glass
and metals are recycled.
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Oil filters

Waste oil

YES: Oil filters from vehicles
and machinery.

YES: Hydraulic oil, motor oil,
transmission oil.

The oil from the filters is
recovered and reused.
The filter materials are
incinerated to provide heat.
Metal casings are recycled to
give new materials.

NO: Vegetable oil, or special
oils such as oils for air
conditioning units in cars.
Brake fluid, petrol, diesel,
glycol, leftover paints, solvents
or other chemicals.
The waste oil is reused to give new oil.

Solvents

Waste paint

YES: Acetone, petrol, diesel,
paraffin oil/kerosene, degreasing agents, fire-lighting
fluids, ether, ethyl acetate,
glycol, white spirit, methanol, styrene, thinners,
vegetable oils, for example, linseed oil.

YES: Paint cans with leftover
paint or paint in tanks.
Solvent-based and waterbased paints should be
separated for the best
processing and recycling.

Solvents are incinerated and the energy recovered.

The paint is incinerated and the energy recovered. Metal
cans are recycled to become new metal products.

Other chemicals

Oil products, solid

YES: Chemicals that are
corrosive, toxic, flammable
or oxidising, for example,
ammonia, sulphuric
acid, herbicides and
insecticides, mould inhibitors,
photochemicals, etc.

YES: Absorbers, rags and
cotton waste. Other absorbent
materials containing oils or
solvents. Oily hoses and grease
cartridges.
Incinerated and the energy
recovered.

Incinerated or are rendered
harmless by other treatments into substances that are not
dangerous for the environment.

Lead-acid batteries

Aerosols

YES: Car batteries, boat
batteries, motorcycle batteries
and starter batteries.

YES: Spray cans and bottles
with contents, for example,
hairspray, fix, lock spray.

NO: Small batteries, stationary
batteries, NiCd batteries,
alkaline batteries.

The contents are incinerated for
energy recovery.
Metal cans are recycled into
new metal products.

After remelting, the lead is used for new batteries. The
sulphuric acid is neutralised. The plastic is incinerated for
energy recovery..
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Asbestos

Impregnated timber

YES: Insulation material,
clutch and brake linings, fireresistant textiles, asbestos
cement products (Eternit),
etc.

YES: Playground equipment,
decking, noise barrier planks,
jetties and piers, flower boxes,
sleepers, poles, etc. Max.
length 5 metres.

Asbestos is sent to landfill.

Impregnated timber contains
environmentally hazardous
substances and therefore requires separate processing.
Pretreated and incinerated according to special
procedures. Used to generate electricity and heat for
district heating.

Contaminated soil
YES: Soil that is
contaminated, for example,
by oil or metals.
The soils go to landfill.

MEDICAL WASTE
YES: Examples of medical
waste are sharps (scalpels
and needles), cytostatics and
infectious waste.
Strict rules apply to the
handling, transport and
destruction of medical waste.
Some hazardous waste is even
classed as dangerous goods.
Hazardous waste is incinerated under controlled
conditions to generate electricity and district heating.

Sensitive materials for destruction
SENSITIVE INFORMATION
AND SPECIAL WASTE
Special waste for destruction

Sensitive
information,
combustible
materials

For example, consignments of goods from
manufacturers or distribution chains for secure
disposal and destruction to prevent them from falling
into the wrong hands.

YES: Materials of
various kinds with
i.e. confidential
information.
Can comprise, for example, paper
documents, CDs.

Under surveillance, the materials are incinerated to
recover energy, crushed or sent to landfill.

Under surveillance, the materials are
incinerated to recover to generate
electricity and heat for district heating.

More information about equipment for waste management, our facilities, our environmental work and our full
range of services can be found at www.renova.se.
You are also welcome to contact our Customer Service on +46(0)31-61 85 30,
e-mail kundservice@renova.se.
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The waste hierarchy
We use the EU's waste hierarchy. The Renova Group is working to move waste
as far up the hierarchy as possible and to improve the quality at each level.

Prevent and reuse
We offer training activities for our customers and Eco Waste School for secondary
school pupils, we lobby, gather knowledge, as well as support research and
development in our owner’s region.
Recycle
We collect all sorts of recyclable material, sort and process it, or send it for the right
treatment.
Energy recovery
We generate green electricity and district heating at our waste-to-energy plant.
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Landfill
We have modern landfills for waste that cannot be processed in any other way.

Renova Miljö AB · Box 36 · SE-401 20 Gothenburg
Tel. exchange +46(0)31-61 80 00 · renova.se
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